390               THE  COLLECTED  WORKS  OF MAHATMA  GANDHI

the tyrant falls exhausted under the weight of his own effort. The
non-co-operators of Chittagong ought not to feel irritated against
the members of Aman Sabhas or of the Government. They but
act according to their natures. A non-co-operator's nature is nei-
ther to retaliate nor to bend. He must stand erect unmoved by the
storm raging round him. If we may truthfully sing and pray, let
us sing:

So long Thy power has blest me, sure it still

Will lead me on, o'er moor and fen,

O'er crag and torrent, till the night is gone.1

Young India, 3-11-1921

167.   CO-OPERATION
Probably very few workers have noticed that progress of hand-
spinning means the greatest voluntary co-operation the world has
ever seen.     It means   co-operation  among   millions of human
beings scattered over a very wide area and working for their daily
bread. No doubt agriculture has required much co-operative effort,
but hand-spinning requires still greater and more honest co-ope-
ration.   Wheat grows more by nature's honesty than by man's.
Manufacture  of yarn  in  our   cottages  is  dependent  solely on
human honesty.   Hand-spinning is impossible without the willing
and intelligent co-operation of millions of human beings. We have
to arrive at a stage when the spinner like the grain-seller is assured
of a steady market for his yarn as well as the supply of cotton sli-
vers if he or she does not know the process of carding.  Is it any
wonder if I claim that hand-spinning can drive away as if by
magic the growing pauperism of the masses ?   An English friend
sends me a newspaper cutting showing the progress of machinery
in China.   He has evidently imagined that in advocating hand-
spinning I am propagating my ideas about machinery.   I am do-
ing nothing of the kind.  I would favour the use of the most ela-
borate machinery if thereby India's pauperism and resulting idle-
ness be avoided.  I have suggested hand-spinning as the only ready
means of driving away penury and making famine of work and
wealth impossible*   The spinning-wheel itself is a piece of valu-
able machinery, and in my own humble way I have tried to secure
improvements in it in keeping with the special conditions of India.
The only question therefore that a lover of India and humanity
l From Cardinal Newman/5 poem "Le^d Kindly Light"